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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. The MIGM opened the Grand Assembly in Ample Form with all the Line 
Officers present.

2. The Credentials Committee reported that there were eight Councils 
represented with twenty voting members present. During the meeting there 
were five non-voting Companions present.

3. MIPGM’s Stephen J. Ponzillo III, Patrick A. Curtis, Ronald L. Aughenbaugh, and 
James B. Coker were in attendance.

4. The Proceedings for the October 29, 2016 Annual Grand Assembly and April 
29, 2017 Special Grand Assembly to confer the TIM Degree were approved 
without comment.

5. The MIGM gave his report, and announced he would not seek a second term.
6. The Grand Recorder gave his report and the report on the Operating Account 

which were both accepted.
7. The Grand Treasurer reported on his labors to correct Morgan Stanley’s 

management guidelines for the Grand Council.  The interim balance (April 30,
2017) was $182,211.22

8. A budget suggested by the Grand Recorder was reviewed and amended, and 
then accepted.

9. The CMMRF Committee reported collecting $1,120 in its raffle.  $500 will be 
paid to the name selected, and the balance sent on to CMMRF.

10.All the Council Bylaws amendments received and sent to the Jurisprudence 
Committee were approved without adverse comment.   Councils are to act 
upon these changes unless and until any defect or conflict is found with the 
Constitution of this Grand Council.

11.The Report on the Super Excellent Master Degree stated 59 Companions 
received the SEM Degree.

12.The TIM Degree Proceedings noted that four TIM-Elects received the TIM 
Degree on April 29, 2017;  Gary Kennedy, Enoch; John Mitchell, Hiram;  
Patrick Spangler, Salem; Dirk Wiker, Harmony.

13.The Time & Place Committee’s report was received.  The Grand Council will 
defer the decision on Time & Place to the final decision by the Grand 
Commandery on May 30, 2017, when further details are supplied by the 
committee.

14.A final report was presented on the April 27, 2017 Festive Board.
15. The proposed Standing Resolution No. 17 adopted as amended, see 

page 2
16.Elections for the 2017 – 2018 Grand Council Officers was held, and the 

following were elected:
Robert B. Lumbert, MIGM;  Randall L. Watson, RIDGM;  Randolph Disney, 
RIGPCW; Patrick A. Curtis MIPGM, RIG Treasurer; Vernon H. Huebschman, RIG 
Recorder.

The full Proceedings will be posted to the Grand Council Website when 
functional again.
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This is just a summary of actions taken and notable reports received.

Vernon Huebschman, RIG Secretary
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Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons Of Maryland

Grand Council of Royal & Select Master Of Maryland

April 4, 2017

Greetings

On behalf the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of Maryland,
M.E. Comp. Patrick A. Curtis,  and the Most Illustrious Grand Master of Royal and
Select  Masters  of  Maryland,   M.I.  Comp.  John A.  Rafine,  the Semi-annual  Grand
Convocation and Semi-annual Grand Assembly are hereby announced.  Attendance
by all  Companions is encouraged, though voting is restricted to members of the
respective Grand Bodies.   Please encourage all York Rite Masons to attend.

April 29, 2017:  
9:00 AM:  The required Law School to be conducted by MIPGM Gordon Davids, 
prior to the Special Grand Assembly.  All candidates for the TIM Degree MUST 
attend.
10:00 AM: Special Grand Assembly for the sole purpose of conferring the TIM 
Degree, to be held in Freemason Hall, Cockeysville, MD (300 International 
Circle)
May 16, 2017
Semi-Annual Grand Assembly, 7:30 PM at Freemason Hall, Cockeysville, MD.
(300 International Circle)
Agenda: Reception of Reports of Officers and Committees.  Final Report on 
2015-2016 Financial, Interim 2016 -2017 Report, Budget for 2017 -2018; Time 
& Place Committee Report for 2018 Grand Assembly location; Elections of 
2018 Officers;
Proposed Stand Order concerning The necessary number to Open a Council 
and conduct Business (Romeo/Huebschman); and such other business as the 
MIGM may choose to hear.

Grand Chapter 
April 29, 2017
11:45 AM:  The Grand Lecture will hold the required Law School for all 
Candidates for the CAHP Degree at Freemason Hall, Cockeysville,   Lunch will 
be provided for those participating,   Lunch for others attending is on their 
own.  
1:00 P.M.    Excellent President Richard P. Naegele will open the Council of 
Anointed High Priest for the conferral of the Degree, the election of Officers, 
and any required installations.
May 23, 2017
Semi-Annual Grand Convocation, 7:30 PM at Odenton Lodge Building (1206 
Stehlik Dr., Odenton, MD.)
Agenda: Reception of Reports of Officers and Committees.  Final Finance 
Report on 2015-2016, Interim 2016 -2017 Report, Budget for 2017 -2018; 
Time & Place Committee Report for 2018 Grand Convocation location; 
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Elections of 2018 Officers. Nominations for D. Ross Vansant Scholarships; and 
such other business as the MEGHP may choose to hear.

Fraternally,

Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman
Grand Secretary/Recorder
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Call letter April 4, 2017 (Continue)

Attachment  (as mailed… later amended in discussion and action)

Proposed Standing Resolution (if enacted No. 17)
For the Grand Council of Royal & Select Masters of Maryland

“Resolved:

That a constituent Maryland Council may assemble on the occasion of a Stated 
Assembly with five or more Companions of that Council, and with that as a sufficient
number, conduct any normal business of relevant to that Council.   

 If dispensation is granted by the Most Illustrious Grand Master which includes to 
permit conduct of business at a Special Assembly, a Council may also conduct its 
normal business at a Special Assembly, as above, provided due notice is provided 
for the Special Assembly.  

Normal business shall include election of candidates, reading and approving 
minutes, reception and payment of bills.

Degree work may be conferred if the Council has at least a total of its own members
present, and visiting Companions sufficient to meet the ritual requirements for 
conferral being nine regular Cryptic Masons.”

This Proposed Stand Resolution is moved by:

Comp. Louis P. Romeo, PTIM

Seconded by:

R.I. Comp. Vernon Huebschman, Grand Recorder
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Agenda:

1. Grand Council Opening MIGM Rafine
2. First Credentials Report Comp. William Baldwin, GSentinel
3. Reception of MIPGM MIGM Rafine
4. Proceedings RI Comp. Huebschman
5. MIGM’s Report MIGM Rafine
6. Grand Recorder’s Report RI Comp. Huebschman
7. Grand Treasurer’s Report MIPGM Curtis
8. Accounts & Finance RIDGM Lumbert
9. CMMRF Comp. Romeo
10. Dispensations & Charter RIDGM Lumbert
11. Doing of Grand Officers MIPGM Aughenbaugh
12. Fraternal Relations Comp. Spicer
13. Grievance MIPGM Ponzillo III
14. Jurisprudent & Constitution MIPGM Foreman Jr.
15. Long-Range Planning RIGPCW Watson
16. Membership TIM Hebbeler
17. Recognition & Awards TIM Hebbeler
18. Ritual MIGM Rafine
19. TIM Degree RI Comp. Huebschman
20. Time & Place 2018 RIDGM Lumbert
21. Sessions 2017 RIDGM Lumbert
22. Youth Relations RIGPCW Watson
23. Electron Media Comp. Brewer
24. Unfinished Business RIDGM Lumbert
25. New Business MIGM Rafine
26. Election of Officers 2017-2018 MIPGM Ponzillo III
27. Closing Remarks All Companions
28. Closing MIGM Rafine
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1.  Grand Council Opening MIGM John A. Rafine

The Grand Council was opened in Ample Form by Most Illustrious Grand Master, M.I. Comp.  John A.
Rafine with the following Officers in their respective place and stations:

M.I. Comp. John A. Rafine Grand Master
R.I. Comp. Robert B. Lumbert Deputy Grand Master
R.I. Comp. Randall L. Watson Grand Principal Conductor of the Work
R.I. Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman Grand Recorder
M.I. Comp. Patrick A. Curtis Grand Treasurer
Comp. Rev. Walter F. Burgess Grand Chaplain (Absent)
Comp. Randolph S. Disney Grand Captain of the Guard
Comp. Alex A. Rodriguez Grand Conduction of the Council
Comp. W. Michael Boughman Grand Marshal
Comp. Kris D. Brown Grand Steward
Comp. William J. Baldwin, Jr. Grand Sentinel
Comp. John L. Thomas Grand Lecturer Emeritus (Absent)
Comp. Jeffrey C. Ament Grand Lecturer (Absent)
Comp. Alex A. Rodriguez Deputy Grand Lecturer
Comp. John M. Greer Deputy Grand Lecturer (Absent)

2.  Preliminary Credentials Report Comp. William J. Baldwin, GSent

Number of Councils Present Eight (8)
Number of Voting Members Twenty (20)
Number of Non-Voting Members Five (5)

The MIGM acknowledged the presence of a quorum, and thanks all for being present.

3.  Reception of MIPGM’s MIGM John A. Rafine

The Most Illustrious Past Grand Masters of this Grand Council were invited to present themselves west of
the Altar.  Those present were:

MIPGM  Stephen J. Ponzillo III 1983
MIPGM  Patrick A. Curtis 2002
MIPGM  Ronald L. Aughenbaugh 2010 – 2011
MIPGM  James B. Coker 2012 – 2013

The MIGM greeted our MIPGM’s.   
Since our 2016 Annual Grand Assembly,  the following MIPGM’s have passed to the Celestial Lodge
Above:

MIPGM Carl J. Wisner 1974
MIPGM Luther “Buddy” Bell 1991
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MIPGM Robert H. McWilliams 1999   
3.  Reception of MIPGM’s  (continued)

The response for the MIPGM’s was given by M.I. Comp. Stephen J. Ponzillo III:

4.  Proceedings R.I. Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman, GRec

As the Grand Council website was not available for the posting of the Proceedings of the 2016 Annual 
Grand Assembly, a copy of the Proceedings as compiled by MIPGM Richard P. Naegele, Grand Recorder,
was supplied as an attachment to the Agenda and distributed to all attending.

The Proceedings of a Special Grand Assembly called by MIGM Rafine held on April 29, 2017 for the 
purpose of conferring the TIM Degree were similarly attached.  These are shown below.

A Motion was made to accept both Proceedings by 

Special Grand Assembly
April 29, 2017       10:00 a.m.
Gothic Room,  Freemason Hall
Cockeysville, Maryland

Most Illustrious Grand Master, Comp. John A. Rafine, opened a Grand Assembly of
the Grand Council of Royal & Select Masters of Maryland in Ample Form.    Due
notice had been provided to the permanent members and members for the time
being in the call letter for the Semi-Annual Grand Assembly sent of March 1, 2017.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance and an opening prayer, MIGM Rafine declared the
Grand Council open for the sole purpose of conferring the Thrice Illustrious Master
Degree, and directed the Officers of the Thrice Illustrious Masters Council to take
their respective places for the conferral of that Degree.    The officers processed into
the Assembly Room and took the following places:

R.I. Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman, RIGSecty Thrice Illustrious Master
R.I. Comp. Robert B. Lumbert, RIDGM Thrice Illustrious Senior Warden
Ill. Comp. Spyridon G. Treklas, PTIM Thrice Illustrious Junior Warden
M.I. Comp. Patrick A. Curtis, MIPGM Thrice Illustrious Grand Steward
M.I. Comp. Gordon A. Davids, MIPGM King David

The Candidates for the Degree had earlier attended the Grand Council Law School
conducted by Past Grand Lecturer, MIPGM Gordon A. Davids.  The Candidates were
permitted to observed the opening of the TIM Council, as allowed in the ritual.   The
Candidates were:

Comp. John P. Mitchell, TIM-Elect Hiram Council No. 5 R&SM,  Cockeysville, MD
Comp. Gary Kennedy, TIM-Elect Enoch Council No. 10 R&SM, Frederick,
MD
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Comp. Patrick Stangler, TIM-Elect Salem  Council  No.  11  R&SM,
Cumberland, MD
Comp. S. Dirk Wiker, TIM-Elect Harmony  Council  No.  20,
Annapolis, MD

The Degree was opened in Full Form, and in an excellent manner.    Following the
conferral, the TIM introduced the cast which received the thanks of the Candidates
and the Companions present.  The MIGM expressed his gratitude for the efforts of
the cast, especially the very challenging parts rendered by MIPGM Curtis and MIPGM
Davids.  After the remarks were concluded, the TIM closed the TIM Council.    MIGM
Rafine the closed the Special Grand Assembly at 11:15 a.m. in Ample Form.

Respectfully and Zealously,

R. I. Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman
Grand Recorder.

5.  Report of the Most Illustrious Grand Master MIGM John A. 
Rafine

142nd Semi-Annual Report of the Most Illustrious Grand Master May 16, 2017

Most Worshipful Grand Master Vourvoulas, Right Puissant Assistant Deputy General
Grand Master McCollum, Most Illustrious Grand Masters, Most Illustrious Past Grand
Masters, Thrice Illustrious Masters, and Companions,  welcome to the 142nd Semi-
Annual  Grand  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of
Maryland.  

There were several challenges to overcome at the beginning of my term. A new
Recorder  and  Treasurer  were  elected,  and  the  transition  still  has  not  been
completed.   Our  Grand  Treasurer,  Most  Illustrious  Past  Grand  Master  Curtis,
experienced considerable difficulty obtaining the delivery of our monthly account
statements.  Our Grand Recorder, Right Illustrious Vernon Huebschman, has been
dealing  with  some  health  issues,  and  was  contemplating  resigning  from office.
Thankfully, his doctors have successfully been able to relieve the chronic pain he
was experiencing, and although still mending, his health has improved to the point
that he feels he will be able to continue his duties as Grand Recorder.

Companion Jeff Ament, informed me that he was unable to continue to serve as
Grand Lecturer. We will miss his services.  Most Illustrious Past Grand Master Gordon
Davids  volunteered  to  conduct  the  law school  this  year,  and  we appreciate  his
continued devotion to the Grand Council and Maryland Masonry.

In-State Activity

To date, the Grand Council has visited the following Councils:

 Concordia #1
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 Jerusalem #2
 Hiram # 5
 Enoch # 10
 Salem # 11
 King Solomon # 13 
 Harmony # 20
 Acacia # 24

A joint visitation of the Eastern Shore Councils, namely, Jeshua # 8, Zabud # 9, 
Giblim # 12, and Adoniram # 21 was held on May 10 at Jeshua # 8.  

Palestine # 16 will be visited on June 5, and Carroll # 7 in September.  York # 23 
and Samuel Clemmons # 25 have not scheduled their Grand Visitation. 

On May 9th, MIPGM James Coker, RIGR Vernon Huebschman, IGSen Kris Brown, and 
myself had the honor of installing the officers of Jerusalem Council #2.  We have 
been asked to install the officers of Enoch Council # 10, King Solomon Council # 13 
and Hiram Council # 5 and are looking forward to these events. 

I have been pleased with the number of Council members present; however, the 
numbers of Grand Council officers attending has been less than desirable. We need 
our officers to honor their Grand Council commitments, and I have been less than 
successful accomplishing that.

Around the state, many Councils are performing their own degree work, with 
minimal, if any assistance from other Councils.  Fantastic!  Some Councils are taking
in substantial numbers of candidates.  Unfortunately, they are not returning to their 
Council.  I have discussed some ideas with their Thrice Illustrious Master, and plans 
are underway to increase the number attending regular meetings.

The conferral of the Super Excellent Master Degree at the Scottish Rite Temple was 
a very rewarding experience. Sixty-Six Companions received this degree and seven 
new companions received their Royal and Select Master degrees that morning.  
Again, thanks to Right Illustrious Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, Companion 
Randall Watson, for managing this event.

The Grand Council Festive Board held on April 27th was very successful.  This event 
sold out within two weeks after ticket sales started.  It was a lot of work and a lot of 
fun!  Thanks to John Mitchell for his hard work with this event, Hiram Council #5 for 
hosting the event, and to all Companions attending this event.  Dr. S. Brent Morris 
gave a most –informative talk about the High Degrees of Masonry, and all attending 
had a fantastic time.

The Degree of Thrice Illustrious Master was conferred upon four Companions on 
Saturday, April 9, 2017.  Congratulations to Companions Gary Kennedy (Enoch # 
10), John Mitchell (Hiram # 5), Patrick Spangler (Salem # 11), and Dirk Wiker 
(Harmony # 20).  All four Companions were certified proficient in the Royal and 
Select Master degrees, and opening and closing a Council.  Would those four please 
stand for recognition.
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Out-of-State Activity

To date, I have attended Grand Council Assemblies in Delaware, Washington, D.C., 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.  Health issues have restricted me from air 
transportation and prolonged travel by auto.  I plan to attend additional States if 
able.  Regrets have been sent to each State I could not personally attend, and Right 
Illustrious Grand Master Robert Lumbert represented me at Rhode Island.

All states share the same concerns - lack of attendance, membership, lack of 
communication and increased costs among others.  All states are addressing these 
concerns, and the comradery that exists in the North East enables the opportunity 
to discuss common concerns and possible solutions. 
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Website

The information superhighway has potholes and needs repair.  We have not been 
successful with keeping our website updated.  Changes are not being made timely, 
if at all, and is causing the delayed or non-receipt of information.  A committee is 
being formed to resolve this problem.  Our current webmaster, Companion Arthur 
Hebbeler, is experiencing health challenges, and informed us that he is resigning as 
webmaster.  Eric Giesbrecht, a relative of Pat Curtis has agreed to serve as 
webmaster for the Grand Chapter and Grand Council websites, and we appreciate 
his assistance.  We will get Eric started on this activity immediately.   The 
webmaster cannot post changes to the website if he does not know about them, so 
all Councils need to provide the Grand Council with information for posting to our 
website.

Status of Initiatives

Further discussions with the newly-elected Right Puissant Grand Master of PA have 
renewed my hopes of restarting our tradition of meeting with the Grand Council of 
PA and holding a joint conferral of the Council degrees.  While this will not happen 
until later this year, both PA and MD are interested in restarting this annual event.  

Work has started on the Louis F. Bandell, Jr. Ritual Award I proposed.  A draft of the 
plan has been submitted to me.  I learned that there is another award, a monetary 
award, that was left by his estate, and is not to be confused with this award.  

Charitable Contributions

The Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation continues to be our primary 
charity.  I was privileged to award three plaques to Concordia Council #1, Jerusalem 
Council, #2 and Carroll Council # 7.  Companion Lou Romeo works zealously to raise
funds for CMMRF, and Maryland is in the middle of the State rankings this year. A 
raffle was created to raise money for the foundation, and we are going to draw the 
winning ticket at this time.

The Grand Council was invited to attend the fourth annual open Masonic Meeting at 
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home.  Money is being raised to improve the outside garden
area, install a shade structure, provide wheelchair-friendly picnic tables, rubber 
surfacing on the grounds area, and a canopy swing.

Although I did not personally attend, the Grand Council donated $100 towards this 
most-worthy project.  

Awards

The Grand Council is lacking a list of award recipients, and minutes of our 
assemblies are difficult to obtain.  As such, we are not able to easily identify the 
pool of Companions eligible for awards. I would like any Council having a worthy 
candidate for a Council award notify me asap and provide me with a narrative 
containing the basis for making your nomination.  I will work with the awards 
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committee and Grand Recorder to get these awards processed timely so they can 
be presented at the Annual Assembly.
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Term of Office

Unfortunately, personal health concerns along with mobility issues persist and are 
limiting my ability to perform the physical demands of my position. Rather than 
negatively affect the Grand Council, I have made the difficult decision to only 
complete one year as Most Illustrious Grand Master.

Respectfully submitted,

M.I. Comp. John A. Rafine,  MIGM

A motion was made to accept this report was made by   ; seconded by      Passed 
unanimously.

6  Report of the Grand Recorder RI Comp. Vernon H. 
Huebschman

MIGM,

Transition

Thank you for your patience during my return to the Southeast Corner.   While being
a Masonic secretary has a lot of generic similarities, it is taking a while to become 
accustomed to the particulars of the Grand Council again.  

Operating Account:  M&T Bank

The MIGM and I visited the Dundalk Branch of M&T Bank to put the signature 
authority into his hands and mine.   We also re-established contact with the M&T 
website which provides instant access to the disposition of deposits, checks written,
and the bank statements going back to the establishment of the Operating Fund 
Account.      

To facilitate the management of the Operating Account, which is the only account 
which can pay the financial obligations of the Grand Council, the MIGM has modified
the signature authority practiced by the Grand Council Officers.   The Grand 
Recorder may issue check checks up to and including $500.00 under his single 
signature.  Checks greater than $500.00 require two signatures.

The entire statement history of the M&T Operating Account has been entered into 
QUICKEN which is a well-known account management program.   The records of 
2016 and 2017 to date have been reconciled using Quicken, providing definitive 
proof of accuracy of calculations, and a tool for the analysis of spending by the 
accounts established in the approved Annual Budget.
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Please see the attached exhibits for the specifics of the 2015 – 2016 Annual 
Operating Report and the Interim 2016 – to date Operating Report.

General Grand Council

MIPGM Richard Naegele submitted the 2016 Annual Report to the General Grand 
Chapter, per the data supplied in the 2016 Annual Council Reports submitted and 
reported to the 2016 Annual Grand Council Assembly.  There has been no 
communications received from their offices during my tenure. 

IRS

The Grand Council has successfully submitted the IRS 990n Form for 2017.   All 
Councils are reminded that the Recorder must file this report annually by computer 
to the IRS.  The report requires the name and contact information of the presiding 
officer and the Recorder.  There is a required affirmation that the Council has not 
received more than $50,000 in revenue in the past year, and is still in operation.  
The Recorder must print a confirmation copy of the filing, which will later be 
attached to Annual Council Report.  This procedure mirrors that adopted in Grand 
Chapter in 2016, and was 100% successful.

Council Locations

Two Councils have been forced to change the location of their Regular Assemblies.   
King Solomon Council No. 13 was displaced from Rockville the unilateral action of 
the host Lodge, and is presently operating in Perseverance Lodge in Germantown by
dispensation of the MIGM until action taken by this Semi-Annual Grand Assembly.   
Similarly, Palestine Council No. 16 was displaced by the sales of the Masonic Temple
in Hagerstown and is operating under the dispensation of the MIGM until a 
permanent location can be found.    

Annual Reports

Council Recorders will note that the 2017 Annual Reports will be made to closely 
parallel the 2017 Chapter Reports, which should be useful for those Recorders who 
do double-duty on the Chapter side.  

I respectfully request that Councils (and Chapters) complete their annual reports 
over the Summer months and get them to me as early as possible.   The closing 
date of the annual report is officially August 31st, and are due to the Grand Recorder
not later than October 1st.    With the joining of the roles of Grand Secretary in 
Grand Chapter with that of Grand Recorder in Grand Council, that means that the 19
Chapter reports and the 15 Councils reports hit at the same time…assuming 
everyone adheres to the stated schedule.   Thirty-Four annual report as impossible 
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to review, correct as needed, and post into the now unified Grand Chapter Grand 
Council Database.   The next task is to use this data to produce Dues Card for the 
same 34 bodies by their respective annual meetings.   This work is combined with 
the general preparations for two annual meetings by the same person serving two 
grand presiding officers.

To relieve this situation, I ask that the secretaries and recorder complete their 
annual reports as soon as possible after their last spring meeting so that all new 
Companions will be entered on the report with their contact information (including 
Grand Lodge Membership Numbers), along with all deaths, NPD’s and demits know 
to that time.   We can always pick up summer deaths in the next annual report.   I 
cannot produce your Council’s dues cards until the information on membership 
status is in the database.  Please consider cooperating with this request.

Grand Council Liability Insurance

The Grand Council devised a formula to spread the responsibility as equitably as 
possible among the 15 Councils and the Grand Council.  The Grand Council pays a 
larger portion of total premium, while each Council pays on a per capita basis.    
MIPGM Naegele sent a mailing to each Council invoicing it for its per capita 
participation.   All Councils have made their contributions at this time.   The 
Premium was increased because of the relocation of King Solomon Council No. 13 
based on different site conditions.  The Grand Council paid this adjustment for 2017 
only.  The 2018 premium will be partitioned as was the 2017 premium.

MIGM,  thank you for cooperation in helping me transition back these duties and 
your consideration of my recent health issues.    While I was original not inclined to 
continue trying to serve both the Grand Chapter and the Grand Council as their 
administrative secretary,  I am willing to give this situation the balance of this York 
Rite year, and will commit to an serving in 2018 if the Companions would like me to 
continue.  If however there is another Companion who the Grand Council would care
to elect, I will support him and help in yet another transition.

Respectfully,

R.I Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman

I move the adoption of this report, and that it be spread upon the Proceeding of this 
Grand Assembly.

EXHIBITS;

2015 – 2016 Annual Operating Account Report. (November 1, 2015  – October 31, 
2016)
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2016 – 2017 Interim Operating Account  (November 1 to date)
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7  Report of the Grand Treasurer M.I. Comp. Patrick A. Curtis

MIGM,

I want to thank the members of this body for electing me to serve as their Grand Treasurer.  The first half
(October 2016 – April 2017) of this term has been an enlightening experience for me.  I am still working
on learning all the ins and outs of how to read the monthly statements provided by Morgan Stanley to me
and the Grand Recorder.

Companions, we are apparently recovering quite well from the events of two years ago when our stocks
were suffering from the economic conditions prevalent at that time.  I am pleased to report that our well-
diversified investments (Cash, Stocks, Bonds, and Mutual Funds) have recovered quite well, resulting in a
significant increase this reporting period.   With the wise investments made by those who served before
me, I am able to report, during the past six months, our total investments at Morgan Stanley have grown
by Ten Thousand, One Hundred and Eighty-nine dollars and eighty-three cents ($10,089.83), giving us a
total of One Hundred Eighty-two Thousand, Two Hundred and Eleven Dollars and Twenty-two cents
($182,211.22). 

The Grand Recorder has requested a withdrawal of Eight Thousand ($8,000.00) to be transferred into the
Operating Fund.  Having sufficient funds in the account at Morgan Stanley, I concur with his request.

Although I am new to the position of Grand Treasurer for the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters
of Maryland, I am willing to serve another year should the Companions see fit to elect me for another
term. 

Respectfully,

M.I. Comp. Patrick A. Curtis, MIPGM

I move the adoption of this report, and that it be spread upon the Proceedings of this Grand Assembly;
Seconded by  R.I. Comp. Randall L. Watson,      and passed unanimously.

8  Accounts & Finance R.I. Comp. Robert B. Lumbert

MIGM,

The Grand Recorder has suggested a budget which I have reviewed.
 
Fraternally submitted,

The Grand Recorder suggested a brief discussion of the budget he suggested based on the prior year’s
Operating Budget.  An addition of $500 was made to provide funding for a Festive Board in the next year
which was accepted, and offset with an additional transfer of $500.  

A motion was made by the Grand Recorder to accept the Budget as amended, seconded by MIPGM
Ronald L. Aughenbaugh, and passed unanimously.  The budget is appended to this report.
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Grand Council of Royal & Select  

Masters of Maryland  

Adopted Budget for 2017 - 2018  

2017 -2018

Income
November 1-
October 31

 

A
Per Capita (1235) @ $5 Md + $2.50
GG $9,300.00

B New Companions (60) @ $10.00 $600.00
C Interest/Dividends $900.00
D Misc $200.00
E Transfer from Investment $5,950.00
F Ritual $50.00
G Raffle  
H SEM  
I Insurance $1,500.00

Total $18,500.00
 

Expenses
1 Grand Recorder Expenses $1,200.00 
2 Grand Lecturer Expenses $100.00 
3 Grand Treasurer Expenses $200.00 
4 Grand Sentinel Gratuity  $          50.00 
5 Grand Organist Gratuity 0
6 Officers' Travel Expenses $3,200.00 
7 Per Capita General Grand $3,100.00
8 Office Expenses $850.00 
9 Annual Proceedings & Postage $600.00 

10 Flowers & Memorials $100.00 
11 Sessions Expenses $1,600.00 
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12 Grand Masters's Apron & Case $500.00 
13 Triennial Expenses  $                 -   
14 CMMRF  
15 Printing/Dues Cards $250.00 
16 Equipment Purchase  $      200.00 
17 Bonnie Blink Church Service  $                 -   
18 Awards & Recognition $200.00 
19 Membership/Degree Teams $350.00 
20 Youth Group/Hershey Trip $500.00 
21 Web Site $500.00 
22 Miscellaneous $100.00 
23 SEM Degree  
24 Insurance $3,400.00 
25 Anniversary $1,000.00 
26 Table Council $500.00 

 

Total $18,500.00 

9  CMMRF Comp. Louis P. Romeo, Jr.

As CMMRF Chairman for the Grand Council,  we have had a good turnout for our 
current raffle.  We have collected over $900 so far.  If you haven’t gotten your ticket
for the drawing yet, there is still time to get your ticket for a chance for the $500.00 
drawing, which will happen during this Semi-Annual Grand Assembly.   All money 
besides the $500.0 will go to support our Charity for Cryptic Masons Medical 
Research fund which is looking for cures in the fields of Diabetes, Heart, COPD, and 
many other related issues.

Fraternally submitted,

Comp. Louis P. Romeo, Jr.

And I move the adoption of this report, seconded by RI Comp. Watson and Passed 
unanimously.

The drawing was then ordered by the MIGM, and the winning ticket was purchase by
Mr. Lupus Campbell.   A total of $620 was raised for the benefit of CMMRF.

10  Dispensations & Charters R.I. Comp. Robert B. 
Lumbert
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There are no issues to be considered at this time.
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11  Doings of Grand Officers MIPGM Ronald L. Aughengaugh

Most Illustrious Grand Master

In order to have a successful year, it is always encouraging and necessary that your Grand 
Officers are ready and willing to help and join you in your programs. To that end, we wish to 
thank Randy Watson for his leadership in correlating the Super Excellence Master’s Degree 
(SEM) held at the Scottish Rite Temple. Bob Lumbert in making several out of state Grand 
Visitations (NJ, DE, RI & PA) on your behalf, playing Zedekiah in the drama in the SEM 
Degree, and Grand visitation to Cumberland & Denton. Thanks to Randy Disney in 
representing you at the International Assembly of Rainbow Girls, being the TIM in the SEM 
Degree, and conferring the Royal Master Degree at Grand Visitation at Harmony Council 
#20. Other officers noted who were a great help was John Mitchell who pulled together the 
Festive Board (Table Lodge-outstanding food) and he and the MIGM did the set-up. We want 
to thank Lou Rameo for the handling the ticket sales for the raffle. Also listed below are the 
travels and meeting of our MIGM.
And thanks goes to those other members who supported and attended this year’s programs.
I thank the MIGM for the opportunity to sever this Grand Body.
Sincerely;
Ronald L Aughenbaugh, MIPGM  Chairman

MIGM’s Schedule
11/18/16 Attended Grand Master’s banquet
11/19/16 Attended Grand Lodge of MD Annual Communication
11/29/17 Visited Jerusalem Council # 5
12/03/16      Represented the Grand Council at Palestine Commandery # 7’s 

Christmas Observance
12/08/16 Represented the Grand Council at the Druid/Hiram Festive Board
12/14/16 Represented the Grand Council at Jacques DeMolay Commandery # 4’s

Christmas Observance
12/15/16 Attended Hiram Council degree conferrals
12/16/16 Represented the Grand Council at the Druid, Hiram, Monumental 

holiday event
12/18/16 Attended the York Rite Religious Service at Bonnie Blink
12/20/16 Represented the Grand Council at Carroll Commandery # 17’s 

Christmas Observance
1/20/17 Grand Council Visitation with Concordia # 1 and Acacia # 24
2/13/17 Grand Visitation to Harmony Council # 20
2/20/17 Super Excellent Master Degree practice
2/22/17 Grand Council visitation to King Solomon # 13
2/23-25/17 Attended New Jersey Grand Council Sessions
2/26/17 Super Excellent Master Rehearsal
2/28/17 Grand Council Grand visitation to Jerusalem Council #2
3/08/17 Super Excellent Master degree rehearsal
3/10-11/17 Attend Delaware Grand Council Grand Sessions
3/13/17 Degree exemplification – Enoch Council # 10
3/17/17 Attended Wash. DC Grand York Rite Sessions
3/20/17 Super Excellent Master degree rehearsal
3/23/17 Grand Council Grand visitation to Hiram Council # 5
3/24/17 Super Excellent Master degree rehearsal
3/25/17 Degree conferrals R&SM degrees and Super Excellent

 Master Degree
3/28/17 Visited Enoch Council # 10
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4/18/17 Grand Council Grand Visitation to Salem Council # 11
4/24-25/17 Attended PA Grand York Rite Grand Sessions
4/27/17 Grand Council Festive Board
4/29/17 Thrice Illustrious Master Degree
5/09/17 Installed Jerusalem Council # 2 officers
5/10/17 Joint Grand Visitation with Eastern Shore Councils 

Jeshua # 8, Zabud # 9, Giblim # 12, Adoniram # 21

12  Fraternal Relations Committee Comp. Frederick A. 
Spicer

MIGM,

Having not heard from any of our Grand Representatives near our sister Jurisdictions, or from
any of our Sister Jurisdictions directly, and apply the adage “No news is good news.” I am 
proclaiming our fraternal relations good.

Fraternally submitted,

Comp. Fred Spicer, 

And move the adoption of this report.  Seconded by   and passed unanimously

13  Committee on Grievance  MIPGM Stephen J. Ponzillo III

This Committee has not received any communication to date that indicates any action 
needed for the Semi-Annual Grand Assembly.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve the Grand Council in this regard.    

14  Jurisprudence and Constitution MIPGM Edward A. Foreman Jr.   

No report was submitted by the Chairman.   

Several Councils submitted amendment or replacements for their Bylaws.  Concordia No. 1; 
Hiram, Enoch.  Absent any negative report the Councils may consider the changes as 
approved.   If at any future period a conflict between the Council’s Bylaws and the 
Constitution, the Council will adhere to the Constitution for guidance.

King Solomon Council was forced to abandon its long home in Rockville and move with 
permission to Germantown, operating under the Dispensation of the MIGM.   The Grand 
Council voted to confirm this action and to make the location now permanent.   Similarly,   
Palestine Council has been displace from the Masonic Temple in Hagerstown, an now 
operates under the MIGM Dispensation until a permanent home is found.    Finally, Samuel 
Clemens Council has voted to move to Palestine Lodge in Catonsville. And will be dealt with 
at the Annual Assembly.

The Proposed Standing Order, later adopted as No. 17, was discussed and amended to 
remove the last paragraph referring to the conferral of Degrees, and to correct certain 
typographical errors, and then adopted unanimously.

15   Long Range Planning Commmittee RI Comp. Randal Watson
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No report submitted for the Semi-Annual Grand Assembly.

17   Membership TIM Arthur Hebbeler

No report submitted for the Semi-Annual Grand Assembly.

18  Recognition and Awards TIM Arthur Hebbeler

No report submitted for the Semi-Annual Grand Assembly.

19  Ritual Various

The Ritual Committee is working on a Ritual Competition in the spirit of the suggestion made
by our late Companion Louis F. Bandell Jr.   Details will be presented at the Annual 
Convocation.  

20  TIM Degree MI Comp. John A. Rafine

(Proceeding for Special Grand Assembly are included above)

Companions,
Illustrious Grand Lecturer Jeff Ament announced that he was unable to continue to 
serve as Grand Lecturer for the Grand Council of Maryland.  Companion Ament is a 
great ritualist and we wish him well in his future endeavors. 
Most illustrious Past Grand Master Gordon Davids conducted the Grand Council law 
school on Saturday, April 29, 2017 and the Thrice Illustrious Master Degree was 
conferred on the same date upon the following four candidates:

Comp. Gary Kennedy
Comp. John Mitchell

Comp. Patrick Spangler
Comp. Dirk Wiker

We thank the following Companions for an excellent conferral:

RIGR Vernon Huebschman
RIDGM Robert Lumbert

Companion Spyridon Treklas
MIPGM Gordon Davids

Respectfully Submitted,
John Rafine
Most Illustrious Grand Master

21  Time & Place 2018 RI Comp. Robert B. Lumbert
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22  Sessions  2017 RI Comp. Robert B. Lumbert

23  Youth Relations MI Comp.  John A. Rafine

24  Electronic Media Comp. Dan Brewer

25  Unfinished Business RI Comp. Robert B. 
Lumbert

26  New Business MI Comp. John A. Rafine

27  Election of Officers MI Comp. John A. Rafine

28 Closing Remarks Various

29   Closing MI Comp. John A. Rafine
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